
Information and Resources 
for Torbay Schools Careers Advisors

Build Torbay encounters with construction employers and employees

 The construction sector offers high-value careers in around 180 job roles
 It’s the second highest-paid sector in the UK after financial services
 It has a variety of entry and progression pathways to suit all levels 
 Sustainable construction methodology has a significant role to play in the UK’s progress 

towards net-zero, offering careers in carbon reduction
 Taking up well-paid construction careers enables young people to build an aspirational 

lifestyle and stay in the Bay. 

Around 1500 people in Torbay are currently employed in construction; and roughly three times that
many are needed for the transformational regeneration projects taking shape in the Bay over the 
next decade. 

Torbay Council and TDA want local residents to benefit from these exciting and rewarding career 
opportunities, so Build Torbay works with construction companies to inspire a future workforce to 
consider careers and training in the sector. 

Build Torbay can help schools achieve Gatsby benchmarks by offering encounters with employers
and employees and arranging experiences in the workplace.

A wide range of activities suitable for all ages are on offer in this pack, with more coming on board 
throughout the year.

More information will shortly be available on the new Build Torbay web pages at: 
www.buildtorbay.co.uk which will include links to online resources for schools including career 
pathways. 

In the meantime, to take up any of these offers listed below, schools can contact the Build Torbay 
Skills Coordinator at: helena.davison@tda.uk.net
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Dean Kelly MCIOB TDA 
Group project manager – classroom activities

Dean Kelly is a highly motivated, enthusiastic leader, he is passionate about construction and 
promoting the industry to the next generation. He is keen to pass his experience and knowledge 

on to students and those who have not previously considered the 
sector as a career choice. 

Dean has worked with many schools, colleges, and universities 
across the South West under the Mace and CIOB Novus umbrella to
inspire a future workforce to take up careers and training in 
construction, and is now a successful property developer as well as 
working part-time as a Project Manager at TDA Group - an award-
winning provider of property services for public and private sector 
clients. 

Dean can offer classroom activities and talks to 
pupils of all ages and abilities to suit the

needs of the curriculum and the school’s requirements. The activity can be
tailored to suit various age groups and gives a high-level example of
pricing a project. This helps to showcase construction as a viable career
and offers students an insight into the works behind the scenes. 

Contact Helena.davison@tda.uk.net to book a school visit by Dean Kelly. 

Nevada Construction open site visits for schools – 11 May 2022

Build Torbay works with contractors to offer the chance for local 
students to visit live sites underway in Torbay. 

There is an opportunity on 11 May to visit the live site at Mayfield 
School in Torquay – hosted by Nevada Construction - the principal 
contractor constructing a brand-new administrative block as part of 
Torbay Council’s schools capital programme. 

Nevada’s site manager and assistant quantity surveyors will be on 
hand to show groups of up to five students around this large-scale 

new build project, which is two thirds of the way through its nine-month construction phase.
Students will be given a brief outline of the scheme, which will include presenting some of the 
high-level drawings of the new block which will give an insight into the design stage of the 
construction process. 

Students will be taken on a tour of the site to see the current progress of the works followed by a 
Q & A session about the scheme itself and what it’s like to work in the construction sector. Two 
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visits for about an hour to an hour and a half can be arranged for the morning and the afternoon of
11 May. Contact Helena.davison@tda.uk.net or text 07760938103 by 27 April to arrange a visit. 

Danielle Haskings, social value manager, Willmott Dixon - classroom activities

Danielle is an inspirational ambassador for the construction sector 
and Build Torbay. 

She offers classroom activities to inspire young people about the 
construction sector as a career. Danielle said:

“Since being a young girl, I always wanted to work in construction. 
And now I’m part of a dynamic team that delivers major 
infrastructure schemes all over the UK.

“I would encourage anyone to consider working in this exciting 
sector, especially young women, who may not have considered how incredibly fulfilling this career 
can be.”

Danielle can deliver the following activities in Torbay
Schools:

 Sustainability and environmental 'Design a School of
the Future' half day session (for secondary)

 STEM straws and connectors (for primary, secondary and SEN) 
 Design a classroom activity (for primary and SEN)
 Careers talks (for all ages and schools)
 Girls in STEM Day (for secondary)

 
 
To arrange any of these visits of classroom activities or to discuss specific requirements for your 
school, contact the Build Torbay Skills Coordinator at: helena.davison@tda.uk.net
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